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Topics 

ÁAcreage of pears in Belgium 

ÁBreeding programs in Belgium 

ÁVariety testing of pears in 
Belgium 

ÁDemands for a new pear variety 

ÁExperiences with new pear 
varieties 



Varieties 1990 1995 2012 2014 2015 

Conference 2.357 3.900 7.351 7.800 8.050 

Doyenné    711    890    677    650    630 

Durondeau    350    470    228    180    165 

Others    230    200    323    450    495 

Total 3.648 5.460 8.579 9.080 9.340 

 

2014 : 374.325 Tons 

 

2015 : 346.860 Tons 

Acreage of pears in Belgium (ha) 

Conference 2015 = 86,2 % 

New plantings = 93 % Conference 

 

Acreage apple 2015 : 6.865 ha 



New pear varieties in Belgium 

ÅCorinaÑ: 100 ha (plant stop) 

ÅSweet SensationÑ: 135 ha (Ý 180 or 420 ha) 

ÅCepuna/MigoÑ: expectation/hope = 140 ha by 2022 

ÅCelina/QTeeÑ: 75 ha (+ 25 ha / stop) 

ÅDicolor: Ñ 10 ha (also in CZ and UK) 

ÅXeniaÑ/Oksana: 10 ha (?) Ý 100 ha 

ÅRegal RedÑ Comice: 5 ha 

ÅDazzling GoldÑ/Uta: only trial parcel at BFV  

ÅQueens ForelleÑ/Thimo: 3 ha 

 



Breeding programs in Belgium 

ÁBetter3fruit ɀ Leuven 

ÁTogether with Sempra (Czech Republic) 

ÁFruit quality and appearance 

ÁCRA-W ɀ Gembloux 

ÁCrosses with old(er) varieties 

ÁDisease resistance 

ÁJean Moors ɀ Spouwen  

ÁFruitgrower = hobby 

ÁImprovement (in comparison with existing varieties) 



Pear : Level 1 

Ɇ5 trees in a parcel with fungicides (IPM) 

Ɇ5 trees with minimal use of fungicides (since 2014) 

ɆEffect of GA-treatments on fruit set 

ɆCompared to Conference 

ɆDiscriptor list based on IBPGR Descriptor List 

ɆQuince Adams with interstem of Beurré Hardy or Doyenné 
du Comice 

ɆAnnual report to the breeders 



Pear : Level 2 

      40 to 120 trees are planted to test the best varieties at 
orchard level 

 

ɆPicking moment 

ɆFruit set / chemical thinning 

ɆFertilisation and fruit quality 

ɆPlanting systems and training systems 

ɆStorage (together with VCBT) 

   Technical report 



Demands for a new pear variety 
Grower 

ÁProductive, good size, good taste 

ÁVigour not to strong 

ÁPossibility of parthenocarpy 

ÁFruit set through sprayings with GA 

ÁOptimal for our climate 

ÁLow susceptible to fire blight 

ÁGood storability and shelf life 

ÁLow susceptible to pests and diseases 



Demands for a new pear variety 
Consumer 

ÁGood outlook 

ÁGood taste 

ÁGood storability and shelf life 

ÁNo residus 

 

ÁEarlier available 

ÁGreen and smooth, less russeting 

ÁRed blush 



New pear varieties 

CorinaÑ Celina/QTeeÑ Cepuna/MigoÑ 

Sweet SensationÑ Dicolor 


